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ordering or supporting a general rising in Poland. At the same time,
they have consistently used their good offices to promote co-operation
and co-ordination of plans in regard to such matters between the
Polish and Soviet authorities, and, despite the formidable practical
difficulties, they have furnished military supplies by air to the Polish
Home Army. As soon as His Majesty's Government learned that the
rising in Warsaw had begun, they expressed to the Soviet Government
their hope that, although such co-ordination had not yet been achieved,
they would nevertheless bring such aid to the Polish insurgents as lay
in their power. The Soviet armies were at that time engaged in heavy
fighting with strong German forces to the East and North-East of
Warsaw, but when their operational plans permitted and direct contact
had been established with the Polish Commander-in-Chief in Warsaw,
they sent supplies to the Polish forces and provided them with air
cover and anti-aircraft support. This assistance has been gratefully
acknowledged by the Polish Prime Minister and by the Polish
Commander-in-Chief in Warsaw.

Meanwhile, the Royal Air Force, despite the very great practical
difficulties and in the face of heavy losses, themselves made the long
flight from Mediterranean bases to Warsaw with supplies on all
occasions when weather Conditions permitted. In their statement
issued on September I3th, the Polish Government published particulars
and expressed appreciation of this assistance. On September i8th a
large escorted force of United States heavy bombers carried out a
successful operation, which was planned in co-operation with the
Soviet High Command, but was unavoidably postponed for several
days because of bad weather. This force, after dropping a large
quantity of supplies in Warsaw, the bulk of which came from British
sources, flew on to bases in Soviet territory escorted by Soviet aircraft.

These successful combined operations have played an important
part in sustaining the gallant resistance of the Polish forces and in
enabling them to contribute so effectively to the liberation of their
country's capital, which will not, I hope, be much longer delayed.

WAR CRIMINALS

The Prime Minister's attention was drawn to a statement by Sir Cecil Hurst (Chair-
man of the United Nations War Crimes Commission) that if Hitler escaped to a neutral
country nothing could be done in the matter by the Allies, and he was asked what action
the Government was taking to prevent such evasion of justice. The Prime Minister
replied on September 26 :

I understand that the remarks attributed to Sir Cecil Hurst in the
newspaper report did not represent accurately what he said. This is
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